THE CENTER CITY CATHOLIC PARISHES—THREE PARISHES, ONE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF FAITH

PASTORAL TEAM

Reverend Carmen A. D’Amico
Reverend Thomas A. Sparacino

Deacon Reynold Wilmer

PASTORAL TEAM STAFF

Sr. Marlene Luffy, CDP, Administrative Assistant
Brenda Younger, Business Manager

St. Benedict the Moor Church
Centre and Crawford Streets, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Parish Office Phone 412-281-3141 — Fax 412-391-7151
School Office Phone 412-682-3755 — Fax 412-682-4058
Website: www.stbenedictthemoor.org
Email: churchoffice @stbenedictthemoor.org
Parish Staff
Suzanne Davis, Sunday School Director
Sr. Margery Kundar, CSJ, School Principal
Lalla Smalley, Parish Nurse, Outreach Ministry
Peggy Bullard, A.G.O, Music Ministry
Antonia Long, Music Ministry
Priscilla Davis, Receptionist

Epiphany Catholic Church
1018 Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-3502
Parish Office Phone 412-471-0257 — Fax 412-471-1345
McDowell Hall, Fish Fry 412-471-1008
Website: www.epiphanychurch.net
Email: churchoffice @epiphanychurch.net

Clergy in Residence
Reverend Neil McCaulley

Clergy, Sacramental Ministry
Reverend John F. Walsh

Parish Staff

Lalla Smalley, Parish Nurse, Outreach Ministry
Dr. John Raevens, Music Ministry

Greg Fuhrman, Music Ministry

St. Mary of Mercy Church
202 Stanwix Street, Pittsburgh, PA, 15222-1381
Parish Office Phone 412-261-0110 — Fax 412-261-0113
Website: www.stmaryofmercy.org
Email: services_stmaryofmercy @verizon.net

Clergy in Residence

Reverend Ronald P. Lengwin

Reverend Thomas M. O’Donnell

Parish Staff

Lois Elder, Television Ministry Director

Betty Penny, Social Concerns Outreach Minister
Dennis Johnson, Music Ministry

A.R. Valletta, Music Ministry

LITURGICAL DIRECTORY

Weekend/Sunday Mass Schedule

5:00 p.m.  St. Mary of Mercy (Vigil)
6:00 p.m. Epiphany (Vigil)
7:30 am.  St. Mary of Mercy
8:00 a.m.  Epiphany
9:00 a.m.  St. Benedict the Moor
9:30 am.  St. Mary of Mercy
10:00 a.m.  Epiphany
12:00 p.m.  St. Benedict the Moor
12:00 p.m.  St. Mary of Mercy
5:00 p.m. Epiphany
Weekday Mass Schedule
St. Benedict the Moor
9:15am. Thursday (according to school schedule)
Epiphany
7:00 am. Wednesday and Friday
12:05 p.m. Monday through Friday
St. Mary of Mercy
6:30 am. Monday through Friday
7:30 am. Monday through Friday
12:00 p.m.  Monday through Saturday

Sacrament of Reconciliation
St. Benedict the Moor
8:30 a.m. - 8:50 a.m. Sunday
Epiphany
11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Monday through Friday
5:15p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Saturday

St. Mary of Mercy
11:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Monday through Saturday
12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. Monday through Saturday

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

St. Benedict the Moor (1st. Saturday of the month)

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Epiphany

Friday, following 12:05 p.m. Mass - 5:00 p.m.
St. Mary of Mercy

Tuesday, following 7:30 a.m. Mass - 11:45

Thursday, following 12:00 p.m. Mass - 5:30 p.m.

Epiphany
Novena to the Sorrowful Mother
Fridays following 12:05 Mass
Novena to St. Rita of Cascia
Mondays following 12:05 Mass

St. Mary of Mercy
Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays 12:30
St. Benedict the Moor
Novena to St. Benedict the Moor
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 13, 2009

Learning How to Rejoice

“Miss Johnson...” I look up from my desk to see an
earnest, anxious student. She is clutching a lopsided
array of dog-eared papers and weighty textbooks. “Miss
Johnson...” she begins again. Her tired eyes implore me
to listen closely. I wait. “My parents are going to kill
me. | am failing your course. What do I need to do to
pass?

John the Baptist finds himself in a similar situation in
today’s gospel. He is surrounded by an equally anxious
flock of students. They too are weary. They carry with
them an impressive array of Old Testament wisdom, yet
fail to grasp the key. They do not know how to rejoice.
They crave rules and regulations and will not rest until
they are given something to “do”.

Both John and I are good teachers. We recognize that
fear-filled hearts do not hear. Swift intervention is in
order. “Whoever has two coats must share...Collect no
more than the amount prescribed... Be satisfied with
your wages... Hand in an extra assignment.”

Soon Jesus will come. He will have compassion for the
fear-filled student. He will tell parables, to calm
troubled hearts and use verbs in all of his sentences.
Love your God... love your neighbor... love yourself.
His listeners will be like grain tossed by a winnowing
fork. Soon their hearts will be open, pliable ~ ready to
heal and to hear. Soon they will be ready to rejoice.

~ Living with Christ
Year for Priests: Through the intercession of St. John
Vianney, let us pray that our priests be firm in deepening
their prayer life. This week we pray for the following priests:

Fr. Peter Kuenzig, Fr. Raymond Kulwicki, CSSp, Fr. Edward
Kunco, Fr. James Kunkel, Fr. Thomas Kunz, Fr. Francis
Kurimsky, Fr. Joseph Kurutz, Fr. Gerald Laba,CP, Fr.
Francis Lachowicz, Fr. Hugh Lang, Fr. Eugene Lauer.

Pray daily for the priests who serve our parish
and those who assist them
Pray for vocations to the priesthood and Religious Life

A A o s s s I i s s

Epiphany Famous Fish Fry
The Fish Fry is open this Friday from 11:00 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Eat in or take out. For take out orders,
please call 412-471-1008 after 9:30 a.m.

Please note, this Friday, Dec. 18, is the last Fish Fry
before Christmas. The Fish Fry starts up again after
the New Year on January 8, 2010.

The Captain of the Fish Boats & the Crew wish you
A Blessed Christmas and a Peace-filled New Year!
May God bless each and every one!

Christmas Floral Memorials

The blessed season of Christmas generally brings
back memories of those we love who we will share
the holiday with, and those who are no longer with us,
but who we hold close in memory and prayer. Our
Christmas Floral Memorial gives us an opportunity to
remember loved ones in a unique way. Please see
your respective parish page in this bulletin to know
the procedure for participating in the Christmas Floral
Memorial.

Confessions in Preparation for Christmas
Please refer to the Confession schedule on your
parish page of this bulletin

This schedule will remain the same for the
following week....
Dec. 21, Dec. 22, Dec. 23
There will be no confessions on Dec. 24

Military Services Program
Duquesne University provides free counseling and
support to persons who are veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan conflicts, and to active duty, Reserve
and National Guard service members. For inquiries,
call Duquesne at 412-396-6562.

Catholic Alumni Club of Pittsburgh
Singles, 21 and over, looking for a new way to meet
people, make friends and share good times with others?
Check out the Catholic Alumni Club. The groups offers
parties, picnics, community service, tennis, scripture
study, dinners, etc. Visit www.cacpittsburgh.org.

Readings for the Week of December 13

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
Monday: Nm 24:2-7,15-17a/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2,9-13/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8,18,21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday:  Gn 49:2,8-10/Mt 1:1-17
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a/Lk 1:5-25

Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR CHURCH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Christmas Floral Memorials

There are envelopes on the tables of the
church, for those who wish to participate in
the Christmas Floral Memorials. Please
complete the information on the envelop and
return it either by way of the collection basket or mail
it to the office. The deadline to receive requests is
Friday, December 18. Thank you for being prompt!.

Confessions ~ This week at St. Benedict
Wed. Dec. 16 ~ 6:30 Church
Penance Service with confessions
(there will be 4 priests available)
Thurs. Dec. 17 ~ School
(Fr. Tom Sparacino)
(Other times, see Epiphany and St. Mary’s schedule)

Blood Drive
The Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blood Drive
for Life will be held on Monday, January 18, 2010
from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at St. Benedict the
Moor Church. Give the gift of life. Call Black
Catholic Ministries now to pre-register, 412-456-3170

Hold the Dates!
“Black Catholic Leadership Conference:
Developing Church Leaders to Serve”, April 23-25,
2010, sponsored by the Office for Black Catholic
Ministries. Look for more information from the
planning committee in the coming weeks.

Retrouvaille
Retrouvaille helps couples who are experiencing
difficulties at all levels of distress in their marriages.
For confidential information about or to register for
the Pittsburgh program beginning with a weekend on
January 8-10, call 412-277-3434.

MASSES THIS WEEK AT ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR
(t) DENOTES DECEASED

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent

9:00 a.m. Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
Intention of donor
12:00 p.m. For the deceased family members

of the Belsole family t
by Connie & Jack Schanck

Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. Caroline Kamau by Younger Family
12:00 p.m. Mary Pace t by the Pace Family

Tax-Free Gifts From IRAs

Congress recently amended the Internal Revenue Code
to allow people over 70 and 1/2 to make completely tax
free charitable contributions of assets invested in Indi-
vidual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) The new law bene-
fits IRA owners who are 70 and 1/2 years of age or
older at the time of their gift, but only for the tax year
ending December 31, 2009. St. Benedict the Moor-
School is an eligible recipient. For more information,
call the school or the diocese at 412-456-3055.

Field Interviewer Opportunities
University of Michigan has employment opportunities avail-
able for candidates interested in conducting in-home inter-
views in the Pittsburgh area to work on Health and Retire-
ment study. Candidates will be trained on conducting inter-
views in households with adults and some phone interview-
ing. The university is interested in English speaking and Bi-
lingual applicants. Spanish/English bilingual candidates re-
ceive an additional $2/hr. Pay rate is $12/hr. For full descrip-
tion of the project and to apply wvisit https:/

~ Happy Birthday ~

Lindsay Davis, Lindsay Doughty, Alphonso Evans,
Theresa Leann Lewis (Dec. 13); Renee Betters, Maya
French, (Dec. 14); Joyce Johnson (Dec. 15); Leacleda
Stacy, Pageen Washington (Dec. 16); Mary Sheree Lewis
(Dec. 17); Joseph Butler III, Paul Paszkiewicz Jr., Evelyn
Jonelle Scott (Dec. 18); Dwayne Griffin, Andrea Hall, Lori
Muse (Dec. 19)

Pray for Our Sick and Hospitalized
The following requests our prayers: Dorothy Brisbane,
James Burwell, Priscilla Charles, Lydia Francis, Brenda
Glenn, Ruth Haston, Florence Hester, Elouise Hum-
phrey, Joyce Johnson, Theresa Lewis, Nathaniel
McKenzie, Betty Muse, Josephine O’Connor, Alan

Stewart, Lucretia Tabb, Barbara Tucker, Ade-
laide Wilson. ck
Last Week’s Stewardship
9100 AiMuuiiiiic e $1,963.02
12100 PaMleciiiiiee e $1,355.25
MaIINS.cceeee e $1,926.00

Thank you!
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EPIPHANY CATHOLIC CHURCH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Christmas Floral Memorials
There is an envelop in the bulletin today
for the request to participate in the

/ \ Christmas Floral Memorial. We ask
that you complete the information and

either drop the envelop in the collection basket or mail
it to the office. The deadline to receive requests is
Wednesday, December 16. We appreciate your prompt
attention.

Confessions ~ This week at Epiphany
Opportunity for Confessions are at the following times
Dec. 14 thru Dec. 18; 11:15 to 11:45 am.
(There will be two priests hearing each day.)
Wed., Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Penance Service with confessions at St. Benedict
(There will be 4 priests available for confessions)

Bucket Brigade

It’s that time again to get our “brigade” back! We plan
to clean the pews in the church on Saturday, Dec. 19
and we need some ‘“elbow grease”. We would like to
begin at 10:00 a.m. and depending on the number of
volunteers, we could be finished by noon. So we invite
anyone who can spare any time at all, to come with a
bucket and rags (and cleaning gloves) and we will
welcome you in church at 10:00 a.m. See you there!

Interested, anyone?
Epiphany is seeking a few people (men or women) who
would be interested in assisting the priests, by helping
with wedding rehearsals. The rehearsals are usually
Friday (early) evenings; a training session will be held.
Call Lalla if interested, 412-471-0257x11.

Sanctuary Lamp
During the weeks of December 13 and December 20 the 14
day Sanctuary Candle will burn in memory of the death
anniversary of Fr. Richard Scherer requested by Ken
Scherer and family.

Monthly Remembrance
The altar wine and hosts to be consecrated during the Masses
for the month of December will be offered in remembrance
of Margaret DeCort, deceased, requested by the Family.

Pray for the Sick, Homebound and Hospitalized
We ask you to remember the following in your prayers ~
Mary Barry, Virginia Chiappetta, Dee DiPofi, Chrystil
Dougherty, Margaret Hagan, Karen Kraeer, Vince Lusardi,
Carmella Magnelli, Nancy Meinert, K. Prosser, Joe
Schramm, Mary Beth Starosielec, Jodi Stebler, Dan Simsick

MASSES THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY
(t) DENOTES DECEASED

Saturday, December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
4:00 p.m. Wedding ~ Sarnowski/Ross
6:00 p.m. William Scherer t Fr. Carmen D’Amico

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Erminia Michenzi T Janet Miller
10:00 a.m. In Honor of St. Lucy by MAP
5:00 p.m. Albert Larkin t Helen Larkin

Monday, December 14 St. John of the Cross
12:05 p.m. Sam Manfredi, Sr. t (B/Day)
M/M Sam Manfredi, Jr.

Tuesday, December 15 Weekday
12:05 p.m. Sis Roberto T Friends
Wednesday, December 16 Weekday

7:00 a.m. Paul J. Murphy t Norma Murphy
12:05 p.m. Domenic Florian t (Anniv) Mary Florian

Thursday, December 17 Weekday
12:05 p.m. Dave Daigle t David Batz
Friday, December 18 Weekday

7:00 a.m. Joseph Toney t (B/Day)
Josephine Toney
12:05 p.m. Walter & Mary Lis t Marianne Lis

Saturday, December 19 Weekday
6:00 p.m. Fred Feith t Bill & Elaine Heufelder

Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Fr. Richard P. Scherer t (Anniv)
Ken Scherer Family
10:00 a.m. Robert P. Horgos (spl int)
Robert P. Horgos
5:00 p.m. Sabato Monaco t (B/Day) Theresa Runco

Mass Intention Book

The Mass Intention Book for 2010 is now open. If you would
like to request intentions for Masses for the new year, please
stop in the office on Tuesday, Wednesdays or Thursdays or
call the office to make your requests. Thank you!

Last Week’s Stewardship

15t ColleCtion......cccooeeeieieeiieeeeeeee e, $2,420.75
2nd Collection (maintenance) ......cccccceeeevveeennnnes $ 940.75
Total (Thank You!)............ooooveiiiiiie e $3,361.50
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PITTSBURGH, PA

ST. MARY OF MERCY CHURCH

0N

-\ Television Ministry ~ 10th Anniversary

| Bishop Zubik will be celebrant for The Tenth
&l Anniversary of the television ministry to be
celebrated on Friday, Dec. 18 at the 12 noon
televised Mass. Please join us at St. Mary of
Mercy (or via television).

Christmas Floral Memorials
Envelopes for the Christmas Floral Memorials can be
found in the pews this weekend. If you are interested in
participating in this Memorial, please complete the
information and place it in the collection basket or mail it
to the parish office. The deadline for receiving requests is
Friday, December 18.

Confessions ~ This week at St. Mary of Mercy
Opportunity for Confessions at the following times:
Dec. 14 thru Dec. 18:
11:00t0 11:45 a.m. & 12:30to 1:15 p.m.
(There will be 2 priests at each time period)
Wed., Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Penance Service with confessions at St. Benedict
(There will be 4 priests available)

Christmas Traditions
It’s interesting to find the origin of some of the traditions
that have come down through the years, particularly so,
during this season. For those who are interested, we offer:

Christmas Carols ~ Turn on the radio/TV and you are
hearing Christmas songs, also called “carols” (from the
Old English word carolen meaning “to sing joyfully”).
Originally, even in the fifth century, carols were Latin
hymns. Later they became popular in Italy in the 13th
century under the influence of St. Francis of Assisi and
spread throughout Europe. The English introduced
Christmas Caroling to the American colonies. Looking
for something special to do and your are able to carry a
tune... carry the joyful songs of Christmas to shut ins.

Most people want to serve God,
But only in an advisory position.

Last Week’s Stewardship
Offertory . oot e
Television Ministry

$2,440.00
$8,513.00

Thank you!

MASSES THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY OF MERCY

Saturday, December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
72:00 p.m. George Pavlisko
by nieces, Elaine & Lois Elder
5:00 p.m. Teamo Perkins by David Muehlbauer

Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent
7:30 a.m. Mary Dolinich, deceased
by Martha Jude Dolinich
9:30 a.m. Mass for the people
12:00 p.m. Frieda C. Angst by Alice Angst

Monday, December 14 St. John of the Cross

6:30 a.m. Helen A. Larkin by Helene Larkin
7:30 a.m. Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
Intention of donor
12:00 p.m. Marie Anania

by Frank & Mary Ellen Anania

Tuesday, December 15 Weekday
6:30 a.m. John R. Wargo by Bob & Mary Polinsky
7:30 a.m. Anna McElligott, deceased

by Charles J. McElligott
12:00 p.m. John E. Ashton
by Betty Ashton Boonie & Family

Wednesday, December 16

6:30 a.m. Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
by Intention of donor
Deceased of McKay Family
by McKay children
Brothers & Sisters by Hilda Zaiden

Weekday

7:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 17

6:30 a.m. Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
by Intention of donor
Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
by Intention of donor
Joseph Sobien by Pauline

Weekday

7:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Friday, December 18 Weekday
6:30 a.m. Agnes Hartman by Eileen Fogarty
7:30 a.m. Rev. Leo Vanyo Estate
Intention of donor
12:00 p.m. Deceased Aunts by Elaine & Lois Elder

Saturday, December 19
72:00 p.m. Henry L. Bechtold
by Wife, Betty & Family
5:00 p.m. Mary Louise Stone, deceased
by Carole Clifford

Weekday

Sunday, December 20 Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 a.m. Mass for the people
9:30 a.m. Flynn & Mulroy Families
by Kathleen & Marion Mulroy
12:00 p.m. Helen Babbie by Family
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THE CENTER CITY CATHOLIC PARISHES—THREE PARISHES, ONE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF FAITH

SACRAMENTAL MINISTRIES

Infant Baptism: To schedule, call Deacon Reynold Wilmer, 412-281-3141, x 5.
Adult Baptism and Children (RCIA): Call Deacon Reynold Wilmer.
Reconciliation (Confession): See the Directory for the schedule or call for an appointment.

Holy Eucharist and Anointing of the Sick: For those who are sick and confined to home or
those who are seriously ill, call the Parish Office for a priest to visit.

Sacrament of Matrimony: Couples planning to marry are to contact our Deacon at least six
months before the desired date. Marriage preparation is required.

Religious Vocations: If you feel called to the Diocesan Priesthood or Religious Life, contact
Fr. Carmen, Fr. Tom or Sr. Marlene.

Inactive Catholics are warmly welcomed back to our Faith. Call the Parish Office.

New parishioners are invited to join our Catholic community. Call the Parish Office.

MINISTRIES, SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS, EVENTS

St. Benedict the Moor

Epiphany Church

St. Mary of Mercy

AJAPO (Acculturation for Justice, Access
& Peace Outreach): ministry to African and
Afro-Caribbean, immigrants and refugees,
412-391-4985.

Bereavement Ministry meets every 5"
Sunday after 9:00 am Mass.

Christian Mothers meets 1* Sunday of
each month after 9:00 am Mass.
Evangelization meets in March
September.

Food Pantry Distribution 10" & 25" day
of each month, 11:00 am-1:00 pm.

Health Ministry meets as needed.

Ministry to the Disabled serves as a
resource and advocacy to persons with
disabilities.

Youth Ministry meets for 12:00 noon Mass
and meeting on 4™ Sunday of each month.
Bingo, Fridays from 10:00 p.m.-12:45 a.m.,
Garden City Fire Hall, Monroeville. Call
church office for details.

and

Fish Fry operates each Friday from
September—June, 11:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m. For
take out orders, call 412-471-1008 after
9:30 a.m. on Fridays.

Ministry to the Disabled serves as a
resource and advocacy to persons with
disabilities.

The Pittsburgh Downtown Cluster of
St. Vincent de Paul Society meets the third
Thursday, 412-281-2582

Third Order of Carmelites meet the third
Sunday, 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. If interested,
you may attend one of the meetings.

Ministry to the Disabled serves as a
resource and advocacy to persons with
disabilities.

Red Door Ministry serves food to the poor
Monday thru Saturday, 10:30-11:30 am.

Television Ministry: Noon Mass: televised
on Verizon Cable Channel 22 (WBGN-TV);
Comcast Cable Channel 190 (with Digital
Service); and Channel 95 (City of Pittsburgh)

Catholic Men’s Fellowship members meet
every other Thursday at 7:00 am. in
Lawless Hall.

Walk-in  Ministry provides hunger
assistance, clothing and toiletries to the
homeless and less fortunate.

St.

Pastoral Council Chairs

Janice Simmons, St. Benedict the Moor Church

Arlene Gallagher, Sue Pavick, Epiphany Church

Interim Pastoral Council, St. Mary of Mercy Church

Business Office Hours
Benedict the Moor Church
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Epiphany Catholic Church

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

St. Mary of Mercy Church

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

S o -
I , , , I
| The Center City Parishes Membership Form |
: Name Phone :
I I
I Address City Zip CHECK ONE: I
: [ St. Benedict the Moor :
I CHECK ONE: 0 New Registration 0 Change of Address Epiphany I
: O Moving Out of Parish 0 Need Envelopes 71 St. Mary of Mercy :
: Please drop membership form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. :
: Note: Use of this form does not automatically register you with the church. You will be contacted to arrange an appointment. Thank you. :




CHURCH NAME: CENTER CITY PARISHES
CHURCH NO.: 042

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Any special instructions go here.

We do not proofread pages 2 and 7. Please let us know if changes are ever made to these two pages.
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