MASSES THIS WEEK AT EPIPHANY

(†) (DENOTES DECEASED)

Sunday, December 31, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph


8:00 a.m.
Deceased Relatives (J.R.)


10:00 a.m.
Poor Souls in Purgatory (W.W.M., Jr.)


12:00 p.m.
Doreen E. Cosentino (J.R.)


5:00 p.m.
In Thanksgiving (Miranda Family)
Monday, January 1, Solemnity of The Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God


10:00 a.m.
Bishop John B. McDowell (Spl.Int.)



(W.M.M., Jr.
)

Tuesday, January 2, Saints Basil the Great and



Gregory Nazianzen


7:00 a.m.
John and Frances Voelker (†) (F.V.)

12:05 p.m.
Poor Souls in Purgatory (W.M.M., Jr.)


5:15 p.m.
Elizabeth Fuhs (†) (J.H.)



Wednesday, January 3, The Most Holy Name of Jesus


7:00 a.m.
Louis J. O’Neil (†) (V.O.)


12:05 p.m.
Kerber Family (†) (B.B.)

5:15 p.m.
Helen Manfredi (†) (M.F.)

Thursday, January 4, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton


7:00 a.m.
Mass for the People

12:05 p.m.
Leo and Jacob Bonenberger, Rita Gormley, Edmund and Bernadette Tozzi, and



Frank W. Rush (†) (S.R.)


5:15 p.m.
Family Members (J.R.)


Friday, January 5, Saint John Neumann


7:00 a.m.
Charles and Helen Schafer (†) (S.H.F.)


12:05 p.m.
Poor Souls in Purgatory (W.M.M., Jr.)


5:15 p.m.
Alice Shalamon (J.H.)
Saturday, January 6, Blessed Andre Bessette


12:05 p.m.
Peter Palazzi (†) (T.P.)


6:00 p.m.
J.P. Harris Family (†) (Family)


Sunday, January 7, The Epiphany of The Lord


8:00 a.m.
Antoinette Conti (†) (D.C.)


10:00 a.m.
Luigi & Pasqua Pacini (†) (MA.P.)


12:00 p.m.
Joseph P. Kramer (†) (B/day) (M.K.D.)


5:00 p.m.
In Thanksgiving (Miranda Family)

CELEBRANTS AT EPIPHANY THIS WEEK

Rev. Carmen A. D’Amico - 7 a.m. Thursday; 12:05 p.m. Saturday; 5:15 p.m. Friday

Rev. E. Daniel Sweeney - 7 a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday; 10 a.m. Monday; 12:05 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday; 5:15 p.m. Thursday

Rev. John F. Walsh - 12:05 p.m. Thursday, Friday; 5:15 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday

Saturday, January 6 (Vigil)

6 p.m.
Rev. Sweeney
Sunday, January 7

8 a.m.
Rev. Sweeney




10 a.m.
Rev. Peduti





12 noon
Rev. Walsh





5 p.m.
Rev. Sweeney

PLEASE NOTE:  Monday, January 1, is not a Holy Day of Obligation.  The only Mass celebrated on that day will be at 10 a.m.   The parish office will be closed.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Monday through Friday:  11:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Saturday:  11 a.m. to 12 noon and 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

HAPPY AND BLESSED NEW YEAR

WE WISH TO THANK everyone for their generosity during this Christmas season.  Thank you to all those who helped with our Christmas Liturgies:  the cantors, choir and soloists, organists and instrumentalists, altar servers, lectors, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion,  greeters and ushers, and to all those who supported and attended our liturgies and who helped in any way to make Christmas such a joyful celebration at Epiphany. Your love for Epiphany truly shows.  Thank you and may God bless you for all your kindness.

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO HIM, O LORD - Please pray for the repose of the soul of Reverend Robert E. Spangenberg, C.S.Sp., a Spiritan priest and former pastor of Epiphany Parish from 1997 to 1998. Father Spangenberg died peacefully on Saturday, December 23, 2006, and was laid to rest on Friday.  He was 59 years old.

THE MEN’S CHOIR OF EPIPHANY will be singing at the  5 p.m. Mass at Epiphany Church on Sunday, January 7, The Feast of The Epiphany of The Lord.

A SINCERE THANK YOU TO everyone who made donations toward the purchase of our new public address system.  This week’s collection will be the last for the system--It will be paid off totally.

OUR PROJECT FOR 2007 is to raise funds for the restoration of the three stained glass windows above the confessional on the Saint Joseph side of the church.  

MONTHLY REMEMBRANCE - The altar wine and hosts that are being consecrated at the Masses throughout the month of January have been donated in honor of the  members of the Burrell and Pawlak families, living and deceased.  If you would like to make a donation in memory of a loved one(s) to offset the cost of the altar bread and wine, please call the parish office.  The priest will pray for your loved  one(s) at each Mass as the bread and wine are offered up, and a note will be placed in the bulletin each week.  The donation for a month is $100.

THE SANCTUARY LAMP burns continuously signifying the presence of the Lord in the Tabernacle.  A 14-day candle is now burning in loving memory of Joann Roberto for the two weeks of December 24 and 31.  If you would like to have a loved one(s) remembered or honor someone, call the parish office to schedule.  The donation is $20.  Dates for 2007 are now open.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED IN OUR COMMUNITY:  Bernard L. & Ann Albrecht, Mary Barry, Ruth Barry, Damien Brown, Patricia Conte, Tom Carmody, Michael Delaney, Dory Dominguez, Dorothy Easterday, Joe Esia, Mary Florian, Mary Gaita, Gordon Gladden, Tara Hilliard-Sposito, Mary Hoover, Nicole Jenkins, Cassie Karwonski, John Kaufman, Bobbie Klette, Anna D. Kralek, Michael Labozze, Michael Lavezoli, James Marraway, Virginia Lee Sweeney McCarthy, John & Thomas G. & Elizabeth, Donald, & Steve Pezich, Linda Rachuba, Catharine A. Rihn, Sue Rush, Jason Spade, Jodi Stebler, Ethel Thomas, Joyce Thompson, Mary Wisdom, Anthony Zucco, and all the members and friends of Epiphany.

Remember those who are serving in the military all over the world.  Pray for Peace.
HOLY FAMILIES

  Today the church puts before us a scene from the real life of the holy family.  Perhaps the term “holy family” puts them in some kind of unreachable dimension. The fact is that the ultimate family value is for all of us to become holy families.  Families are groups of people who in their togetherness learn of and share the love of God.  Families are the places where we are called to make holiness happen by becoming what God has made us to be.   

  In the book of Genesis we read that it is not good that man be alone.  So it is that God has blessed us with relationship in family. It may be a biological family, a foster family, or an adoptive family. The common denominator is that we are called to be holy in that relationship. And that, put in simple terms, means that we are called to become what God has made us to be. Also, in the process, we can help the other family members to do the same. They should be closer to what God wants them to become because they are in relationship with us. Of course this does not always happen. And when it does, the process is not always simple, but it is what we are called to strive for.

  Family life has its major defining moments both delightful and painful. There may be births and accomplishments to celebrate. There will also be illnesses and deaths as well as failures in which we need to both support and challenge one another.  Such problems may be as difficult to admit as they are to resolve, but God’s grace is always more powerful than our problems, including the ones we create for ourselves and for others.

  We may become lost from each other along the way and finding our way back together takes at least as much effort as that put out by Mary and Joseph in today’s story.  Jesus did stay behind, but His parents assumed that He was in the crowd. Each of them contributed to the problem. But the issue is not who is at fault.  The issue is often about the willingness to see one’s own role in the problem and reach into the well of family love to bring things together.  In these times, we may have the opportunity to learn humility by putting our pride in our pocket as we reach through the pain to the love.

  Families are the birthplace of learning forgiveness, how to give it and how to accept it.  Patching up wounds caused by thoughtless comments or thinking in terms of we rather than me can be a challenge. Perhaps we have accidentally or otherwise left a family member emotionally behind. Admitting that we were remiss or even wrong is all a part of the process. Our family is our school where we are all the teachers and the learners. It is without a doubt the most influential school we shall ever attend.

  Holy families do not have to have God for a son. Holy families are the ones who provide an environment where their members can become sons and daughters of God, not necessarily by following the path that they lay down but being provided with an avenue to see and experience the love of God in the place where they live. That is what homes and families are for.

  As we leave here today with this story of 12-year-old Jesus in our memories, God invites us to move it into our heart so that with the model of this holy family, we might do as Jesus did--that is, to grow in wisdom and age and grace. Age will happen. Grace, though it must be recognized and accepted, will be given. Wisdom is up to us. And as we do this growing in faith together with the families of which we are a part or the families we find for ourselves, we shall become holy. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA THIS EVENING AT EPIPHANY.  Join us to ring in the New Year.  Please see the insert in today’s bulletin for details. 


CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND - The following are additional names of those who donated to or in whose honor or memory donations were made to the Christmas flower fund:  Philip G. Georgevich, Samuel and Clara Manfredi, Sr., The Morgan Family, Frank P. Numer and Charles D. Yothers.  Thank you, everyone, for your donations.

PLEASE WELCOME to our parish community family Timothy R. Zundel.

EPIPHANY’S MARDI GRAS PARTY will be on Sunday, February 18.  Doors open at 6 p.m.  Only 180 tickets are available.  The cost per ticket is $100, which entitles you and a guest to a delicious prime rib or fish dinner, hors d’oeuvres, open bar, music, dancing and a chance to win $8,000.  Tickets are on sale in the vestibule of the church after the weekend Masses and in the parish office during the week.

APPALACHIA PROJECT TICKETS for a chance to win $2,700 are on sale in the vestibule of the church after all weekend Masses and in the parish office during the week. The cost is $5 per ticket. The drawing will take place at our Super Bowl Sunday Party.  Please help support the Appalachia Work Camp Program.

LAST LOOK - If anyone would like to tour the school building for old time’s sake, the building will be open next Sunday, January 7, after all Masses.  The building is scheduled to come down some time in February.

FRIDAY FISH FRY - From 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Our special this Friday will be homemade chicken pot pie and a roll for only $5.  Call 412-471-1008 for take-outs.    

LUCKY DAYS CALENDARS are available still and will be on sale after all weekend Masses and in the parish office until the end of January.  The cost per ticket is $25.  Please help support Epiphany Church by buying one or more.  
LUCKY DAYS CALENDAR WINNERS

Note: Winning numbers are from the 7 p.m. PA Daily Lottery.


DATE
            NUMBER
                       WINNER
        $$$$$

12-18-2006


291
UNSOLD
$25

12-19-2006


620
UNSOLD
$25

12-20-2006


620
UNSOLD
$25

12-21-2006


851
UNSOLD
$25

12-22-2006


715
Rita Noll
$25

12-23-2006


159
Beth Love
$50

12-24-2006


811
Henry Tucker
$200

LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY

1st Collection
$1,676.00

2nd Collection.
$3,306.00

Total (THANK YOU).
$4,982.00

CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY

1st Collection
$5,045.00

2nd Collection (Christmas Charities)
$1,924.00

Total (THANK YOU).
$6,969.00
